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International Youth Program on Nonviolence and Peace

INTRODUCTION

The Internationa Youth Program on Nonviolence (IYP-NV) is afirsd sep towards a larger
dream of having a ‘Border Free World'. Thetrainingwas an initiative for interactive learning
on nonviolence and peace. It provided a platform where the ‘Peace Leader’ from 14 countries
participated and discussed the meansto build anonviolent society with anon violent culture
and economy where everybody has right to live in a dignified manner. The |YP aimed at
developing new tools for nonviolent campaigns acrossthe world. A deeper understanding of
the concept of nonviolence and its various forms built through 1YP, facilitated the kick off
off Internationa Initiatives Jai Jagat campaign. . It provided a platform to explore social,
economic, political and educational and cultural aspects of nonviolent actions.

The IYP- NV was participated by socia activists working on different issues and students of
peace education from 14 countries name Bangladesh, Brazil, Columbia, France, Germany,
Guatemala, India, Italy, Nepal, Senegal, South Africa, Switzerland, the USA and Zimbabwe.
The group was congtituted by youth peace leaders struggling for peace and justice for people
in their homelands.

The Internationa Youth Program sarted with developing the deeper understanding of the
concept of nonviolence and various forms of nonviolent actionsin social, economic, political
and culturd life. It wasfollowed by sharing of the learnings drawn from people’s application
of nonviolent socia action in different countries that had disinct socio-economic and
political contexts. The program began with six days of a participatory workshop that was
organized at CESCI Centre, Madurai between 5" -10" Sept’2014. Internationa participants
were aso provided with an opportunity to have deeper insght of nonviolent social
movements on land and forest rights in India through field visits at villages in Madhya
Pradesh and interactions with youth leaders a youth training camp in Katni. [YP-NV
culminated with celebration of International Peace Day celebration at Bhopa on 21¢
Sept’2014.

IYP is not just discussng the problems of the world but it is also an initiative to find
nonviolent solutions to deal with local as well as global problems. |YP introduced
nonviolence into personal life, into family and community life aswell asin production and
consumption.

Ms. JIl Carr Harris, Coordinator, Internationa initiatives and Mr. P.V.Rajgopal, Nationa
Presdent, EktaParishad, coordinated the Internationa Youth Program, and this was
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organized by Ekta Parishad and Internationa Initiatives Various subject experts on
Nonviolence were aso present to facilitate discussons around nonviolence in education &
training, politics, economics and advocacy.

OBECTIVESOF I YP-NV

The objectives of International Youth Program on Nonviolence can be jotted down as
follows:

+ Exploring the concept of NV and nonviolent actions across the world and
deconstructing its social, economic, political and educational and cultura aspects.

« Sharing the learning that were drawn from various applications and its practice in
different social and physical locationsand itsrelevance to different issues.

« Creating a platform so International Initiatives as a network brings people together
with nonviolence and socia judtice, from their diverse locations and to provide
opportunitiesfor collective action.

» Developing and demonstrating new learning toolsin nonviolence.

JINING HANDS FOR INTERNATIONAL SOUDARTY ON
NONVIOLENCE AND PEACE: Hum AN CHAIN

The international solidarity for a border free world was what Internationa Initiatives
visualized when participants carried out the ‘Border Free Human Chain’. About 150 peace
leaders, lead by participants from Afghanistan brought together internationa participants
from 12 countries. They symbolically joined their hands with a blue color scarf that had the
embroidered message of ‘Border Free’. The participants from Afghanistan had brought these
scarves with them. The blue color of the scarf symbolizes sky and is for everyone. Border
freeremindsusthat everyone on earth hasequa rights, so thisraisesthe quesion why we do
not have border free land and water as well where everyone can be equa and live
harmonioudy together free of violence and war. Thishuman chain envisaged for the young,
the building of anonviolent, border free world without wars.
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Sogans for peace and internationa solidarity for a nonviolent world were recited. Peace
leaders from different countries gave messages of love, peace and unity. Some excerpts were
asfollows:

* Khan from Afghanistan: “We all livesunder the same sky and we all are equal”.

« Thapa from Nepal: “All human beings are one and the same and their struggle is aso
the same. We are together in solidarity.”

» Gilbert from Zimbabwe: “According to United Nations about 10,000 children die
everyday because of manutrition. |s it because of corruption, is it because of poor
governance. Yes, it is. Sowe need to build solidarity to fight againg the sysems.”

+ Friend from Afghanistan: “Because of the war, environment is adversely affected;
sientist esimated that approximately 1000 people die every day due o globa
warming and related causes.”

+ Sebagian from Colombia: “Military wars have resulted in 2 million deaths in
Afghanigtan, more than 1million people had logt their livesin Colombia, and about 96
million people logt their livesdueto World War | & II. And herein India, people are
dying duetoterrorism and interna wars. Weneed to put an end towars”

« Faiz from Afghanigan, “We all are ganding together, hand in hand as one family to
end thewarsin theworld and with acommitment to bring peace in the world.

* Rosslla from Italy: “We want al the people of the world, al the children, women,
men, students workers and al our brothers& ssters to come together and join our
human chain to celebrate peace and nonviolence for a better world.”

All the peace marchers prayed together to the aimighty with a Sanskrit dogan which is
trandated as, ‘I don’t want to rule a big kingdom, neither do | want to go to heaven, nor
do | want have re-birth, al that | want to have isjus apower and srength to help those
who are downtrodden and in distress’

DEM YSTIFYING DEVELOPM ENT

Mr. Sharad Chandra Behar spoke on how western development grew out of science and
technology and how Gandhi looked a development in a non-technologica way laying
emphass on collective living, community governance and nonviolence. Focusng on the
contemporary period, he advanced a smple question, ‘Do we have actually have democracy?
Which country has democracy in the real sense?He illusirated that there is no perfect
democracy with an example of one of the studies by Harvard Univergty in which it was
found that al the decisonsin U.S Government in lagt 20 years were made by only 5 % of
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the opinion leaders, s0 in effect they were advocating policy decisonsthat they wanted. So
this study concluded that America has plutocracy, which means a gate that is ruled by a
limited number of rich and influential people. If you analyze the situation in other countries
you will find smilar stuations existing there as well. A very small number of people rule
either directly or indirectly through influence. Social movements struggling againgt the state,
systems, autocracy, and capitalism are forms of state power. Marx believed that if you want
to change the world, you take away gate’s power and in the long run the state disappears.
The gate withers away. Marx believed that the state can never be helpful to people that are
not in the elite classes. However, when communism came into power in the Soviet Union,
they used state power in such away that it did not work for the people and the sate was not
dismantled. So power has its own dynamics Gandhiji also believed that sate power can
neither be denied nor bonafied.

Mr. Sharad Chandra Behar raised the very critica quegtion in the forum, asto why al this
happened? He remarked that ‘all the problems are the product of the Enlightenment.” The
enlightenment resulted in rationality and reasoning. Reasoning led to science and
technology. Science and technology in turn rejected spirituality, ingtinct, emotions, morality,
traditional knowledge systems that were not proven to be true by science. Thus, in way
science hastaken away humanity. In the scheme of life, rationality has been very important
for human exisgence but when rationality was given the status of God, it becomes hyper-
rationality and is dangerous. Science and technology controlled and colonized the whole
world. The colonization of the mind gave birth to a uniform mind-set. All of us are the
product of liberaism, and neo-liberdisn which in turn promoted individualism.
Individuality endorses materiaism leading to the promotion of Darwinism, which further
fomented capitalism. Capitaisn and communism have resulted in hyper-rationdity that
created turbulence. From such unrest came sruggle movements.

Rationality rejects morality and values and morality cannot be quantified. Three moral
values that have gained prominence are: liberty, equality and fraternity. Mr.Behar argued
that, it ispacket of liesgiven to people, because these values are never reaized. Can equality
and liberty coexist? People talk about political equality and liberty but when it comesto free
trade (economic freedom), they are in contradiction. In India, there is less socia and
economic than political democracy. W here capitalism exigts, equality can only be maintained
a the cost of liberty.

W hen we talk of development, we alwaystalk of materialistic development but there isalso
smultaneous struggle for justice. Modern civilization is based on exploitation and violence,
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which eliminates mora values. Gandhiji started struggling againg modern civilization as
evidenced by hisbook ‘Hind Swvarg’ written in 1909 in which he strongly criticized western
industrialization. Highlighting itsviolent nature, he found faultsin all the mgor ingitutions,
professons and premises on which it res on. At the same time he did accept and imbibe
many of the values of liberalism — liberty, equality and justice.

W e need to think about alternatives to colonization of mind, abuse of humanity. Knowledge
civilization is the only sugtainable alternative. Mr.Behar emphasized that people should
think about these issues and find waysto interlink them with strugglesin different countries
and with contemporary issues.

UNDERSTANDING NONVIOLENCE IN TERMS OF ITS POLITICAL
SoaAL, ECONOMIC & CQULTURAL DIMENSIONS

INTRODUCTION TO GANDHI & NONVIOLENCEIN INDIA

Dr. Jeyapragasam, IGINP

Dr. S Jeyepragasam is one of the great Gandhian scholars of our times. He is based in
Madurai, South India and edits a quarterly journal called Ahimsa, out of the Internationa
Gandhian Ingtitute for Nonviolence and Peace, IGINP.

In his tak a the IYP, Jeyapragasam started with the thought that ‘life is an open ended
system’ inculcating the learning from the past, acting in the present and moving towards the
future. He said that Gandhiji used to live in present but had a great vison for the future. He
pointed out that there are three levels of humanity: there are those a the animal ingtinct
level, those that are at the human and some who manage to accelerate to the super-human
level. Buddha and Gandhi are very good examples of those that have taken human
possbility to the superhuman level. Given that the world isin acritical condition, we need
people at that level.

Dr. Jeyapragasam remarked that Gandhiji wasa maker of history on nonviolence. He pointed
out three anecdotesrelated toit. First, when JP Kriplani met Gandhi, he said to Gandhi that
there is no evidence of nonviolence in the higory; Gandhi told him that my purpose is
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making new history. Secondly, Gandhi never called himself as Mahatma. But once while
writing a resolution for All India Congress Committee, he wrote that “the Congress Party
authorizes Mahatma Gandhi to do such and such”.... When Sargjini Naidu objected toit, his
response was interesting, for he requested God to forgive him, and had tearsin his eyes. But
he was very much aware of the fact that he was a Mahatma Thirdly, once a correspondent
asked him:“Are you trying to create a new religion?’He causally replied that it is more than
creating a new religion, he had something to share with humanity. That self-eseem, self-
confidence and self-awareness wasimportant for promoting nonviolence.

Dr. Jeyapragasam oriented internationa participants about some key concept of Gandhi. The
very firgt concept he talked about was ‘Sarvodaya and Antyodaya’. Sarvodaya means “welfare
of adl at all” means the maximum happiness to all people. While Antyodaya means “welfare
has to be extended to the lag firs”. From ‘majority rule democracy’ to ‘total incluson’ and
‘participation of all’ implies lifting up the last person and facilitating the mos marginalized
people to advance. Monarchy, plutocracy, dictatorship have been tried, now the
revolutionary step of sarvodaya needs to be tesed. If one country is problematic, peace of
whole world isdisrupted. Gandhi made arevolutionary re-interpretation of Bhagavad Gitato
suit his concept of beyond dualism. Though it seemsto be idealistic yet there isno other way
for human survival in thisnuclear age. In earlier philosophies, there was a sysem of rewards
for good and punishment for evil doing. Jesus Chris made a revolutionary step towards
forgiving the enemy, and reconciling for the liberation of al. So Sarvodaya is in this
tradition, where we have to act together as one body.

Then Dr.Jeyapragasam discussed five levels of human existence: a) physical existence as the
human body including the life force as on€e’s breath; b) mental; c) affective and feelings; d)
conscienceness; and €) soul or spirit. But in traditional Indian sysem one level that is less
sressed isthe inter-relationa between human beings. He cited the holigtic quality of nature
and how Gandhi saw the force of love asthe base for intra-human relationship.

Then, Dr.Jeyapragsam discussed the concept of Ahimsa (Nonviolence) in terms of four key
dimensions:

1. Non-Killing: Non-killing nonviolence is not just avoiding direct killing but it also
prevents indirect non-killing. He pointed out that the arms industry which is a
multibillion dollar industry, is basically aimed a annihilating people. Non-killing
goes beyond vegetarianism. Non-killing isa check to structural violence.
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2. Nonviolent action: It includes art and science of peaceful resolution of conflicts.
Gandhi made an important contribution in promoting constructive nonviolent works
and the adoption of nonviolent lifestyle. Nonviolent direct action or satyagraha as an
dternative way to war and violence, Gandhi’s focus was on development of the
nonviolent economy, and a politics, culture, science and technology free of violence.

3. Love: Kindness, compasson, reconciliation, and forgivingness are not only
concerning behavior to othersbut aso to oneself.

4. Nonviolent ethics and values Gandhi made the greatest contribution in putting
together Ahimsa (NV) with Satya (truth). Possession is a problem, so he preached
Aparigarh (non-possession). Self control, self-reliance, carrying out one’s duties and
responsbilitiesisbasic to Gandhian ethics.

In conclusion, Dr. Jeyapragrasam discussed nonviolence in India. Under the leadership of
Gandhi, India used nonviolent action during India’s freedom sruggle. But when India
became freg, it lost higorical the opportunity of setting up nonviolent development model to
demondrate to the world community that there is a better way. Insdead because of
communal violence, India was divided and inherited the British sysem of governance. But
then Nehru’s foreign policies of Non-alignment, (Panchsheel) including the limiting of the
defense expenditure were good efforts in this direction. Vinoba Bhave’s Bhoodhan
movement was revolutionary and resulted in the transfer of 4.2 million acres of land to
landless people. This mapped onto another important historical event which was Jeyaprakash
Narayan’s call for total revolution. Nonviolence was used during Emergency to repair
democracy. Even nonviolent actions in the form of drikes, protest are remarkable feats of
noncooperation by common ordinary people. The experiments like Shanti Sena(Peace
Army) has made sizeable contribution. Although thisseminar like many other formsof peace
education are going on but the responses are gill relatively weak, compared to the pervasive
violence in the society.

Shailey from the US aked: “who is the Antyodaya or the last person? Dr.Jeyapragasam
responded that what is meant by the last or most marginalized person is dependent on the
context or the stuation. It can be different personsin different countries. Marcelo wanted to
know more about the spiritua values.? In terms of nonviolent mobilization, how can we
motivate people for nonviolent behavior and good values at the same time?Basically, we are
good people, so it is very easy to work intuitively but in the case of higher vaues it is a
difficult task for it requires special efforts to move upwards. It is easy to become aleader to
cater to people’s basic ingincts (self interest) but to transform people towards new spiritual
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values and link them forward to the future, isnot so easy. But we need not be very negative,
because there are many good things that are going on in the world. Jesus Chrid is a very
good example of this Jesus was left alone, deserted by his own disciples, but the amount of
support/popularity he got was important. Because we are addressng history, immediate
resultsmay not visible but can have impact in the long run.

WOMEN AND NONVIOLENCE
Brazil

Gabriela spoke on the main issues regarding women’s rights in Brazil beginning with the
inadequate representation in the decison-making bodies. At present only 9 percent women
arein the Nationa Congress. Before the elections, various political parties made promises for
at least 30% candidates will be women but it never turnsinto reality.

There is a widespread belief in Brazil that women are more careful in respecting nature
while doing agriculture, not usng GM seeds/foods, and taking up the informa economy
wherever possble. Yet gill, the gender parity isabig chalenge in Brazil. So all the feminist
organizations are coming together for a national gathering and foot marching in Augus 2015
S0 as to have the opportunity of negotiating with the Presdent of Brazil. In all the action
processes, planning, and building relationships are nonviolent. Thisis part of the leadership
development among women and is part of women’s empowerment. Economic autonomy of
women isapriority in our work with village women.

Guatemala

Marivel spoke about women facing huge discrimination in Guatemala and the importance of
working for their political, social, economic and ecologica empowerment. In practice,
women don’t have rights. They need to be educated to become aware and to gain
empowerment for fighting for their rights Inequality hasresulted in violence agains women
on alarge-scale egpeciadly in terms of domestic violence.

Nepal

Lakshmi and Ranjana spoke about the dowry system in Nepal as one of the leading causes of
violence againg women. Women don’t have access to land and property rights
Discrimination is prevalent even in the upbringing of female children. Boys are sent to
expensve schools but there is little education for girls. Merely 19% women have access to
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land rights and thistoo in urban areas. But women share the responsibility for farming. Asa
result of this women’s empowerment has been central to the National Land Rights Forum.
In Nepal, 35,000 women are successfully running cooperatives, owned and managed by the
women themselves.

India

Even today, girls are facing discrimination right from the childhood in the way they are
brought up and in their schooling. During marriage, if they don’t bring desired dowry, they
aretreated in inhumane manner. Domestic violence for dowry isvery high. The sex ratio for
girl children is declining in the country and even educated women face discrimination at
their work place, and not given preference, promotions etc. Facing lots of problems even at
higher positions like in judicia syssems In spite of the various rights and entitlements, it is
difficult to bring gender parity.

South Africa

Roya spoke of the emancipation of women as essentia for brining equity and equality in the
process of the development of our civilization. On no grounds, inequalities can be judtified.
Global peace can be attained only through promoting equality between men and women.

Italy

Rossella spoke about how the problem of violence against women needs to be prioritized by
international ingtitutionslike the UN.

U.SA

Shailey spoke about every woman facing violence in her life and thisindicates that violence
isendemic in our society and that unlesswe change the sysem of power that is perpetuating
thisinequality, it isdifficult to bring about change. In thisregard, it isimportant to develop
leadership among women at the grassrootslevel.

India

Pushapanath reflected that in many societies the birth of boy isbeing celebrated. Boys grow
up differently. Considering that boys are very energetic, and become the opinion makers, it
is very important to deal with man and their masculinity. We need to work with boys as
they face lot of peer pressure.

11
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EDUCATION FOR NV Soci AL CHANGE

Dr.Pankajam

Dr. Pankajam, Vice Chancellor, Gandhi Gram University, Madurai sarted the discusson
with aquote of Mother Teresathat, “We do not need gunsto bring peace, we need love and
compassion.” Violence, discrimination and exclusion should not be looked into isolation;
they are intertwined having a common root causes We can seek common solutions by
creating an enabling environment for dialogue and discussons through a process of
education which is long lasting without pain and agony. We need a value based
transformation of human behavior and find solutions

Dr. Pankajam stressed that education of a child begins a home. If a child doesn’t receive a
conducive environment a home, then the child exhibits violence and tendencies of
desgtruction. But if a child grows up with love and compasson, the same is reflected in
his’her behavior in later life. Education is not what a student gets in school. But a whole
society comprises what teaches and makes a child learn. Everyone is a role model of
children. Mother is the first teacher for a child and then comes father, and grandparents.
Family isthusthefirg ingitution for child’slearning. In afamily, the first role model for girl
is her mother and for boys is his father. It begins from the individual level, then from the
society to peer groups, from teachers. Family member play a vital role in inculcating the
values of peace and nonviolence through living together, accepting and tolerating each other,
the habit of sharing and undersanding the each other’s feelings, and they learn to be
together in peace. An integra part of values and skill- based education in a non-cognitive
way touchesthe heart, and is an entry point for learning. A nonviolent method of education
is trandormational. In classrooms we test the sudents for cognitive level of understanding
and not through how much affective learning exigts. In educational ingtitutions to inculcate
value-based sysems, non-cognitive ways of learning need to be used actively. Good
communication, podtive learning environment in the ingitution will promote a feeling of
nonviolence among learners. Society should look into how we can plan a curriculum in
schools and to ensure teachers should be trained properly.

Education today is materiaist in nature. Consequently, survival of fitted has judified
aggressveness and violence. Students are redless Today, there is no relation between
gtudents and teachers. So for a nonviolent education, we need to have a paradigm shift in
which a new set of moral values and spiritua vaues system to be regarded as key human
development. We need to build strong networking between different ingtitutions to remove
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confusons. We need to focus on creating good partnerships between parents and
ingitutions. Respondve Tutor-Ward sysem for more personalized learning system is
required. Creating an enabling environment for intercultural dialogues and mutual respect is
a way to strengthen nonviolence as this approach ultimately results in society with more
love and compassion for each other.

During the discusson, a number of questions were raised to understand the concept of
nonviolent education. The first quegion looked at the present school sysem and to see
whether it was sufficient. Dr. Pankajam responded that education should touch the heart of
the child and not only the brain. We need to promote an educational system that creates
capacitiesto mediate and dialogue to solve problems.

The challenge is to see how a society based on a nonviolent education syssem can be
promoted? How does the culture of peace get built as a part of education sysem? It is
fundamental to have an appropriate curriculum. Dr.Pankgjam has developed a curriculum in
peace education for students at the graduate level. While in schoal, it istaught as a subject.
Nonviolence is an integral component of education, and should be inbuilt in al subjects yet
at present it isbeing taught in agatigical manner. It should be included in teacher’straining
curriculum as well. One example of it is seen in Madhya Pradesh where under ICDS
program, parents corners meeting are organized on a monthly basis where they not only
have oral discusson but demonstrations are also integral part of it.

How does communication and games can help to inculcate nonviolence? At primary school
level, there are sharing of play toys, food etc. Sharing as activities teaches children about the
joy of sharing, love and compassion.

The power and influence isthe heart of education industry. How we can change these? Life
is a cycle. Society is materiaigic. The current educational sysem promotes materiaistic
society. But to come out of it, it is not education in school that will help but making the
student learn by re-organizing whole society. Martin Luther, Mandela, and Gandhi are role
modelsfor changing the society.

At the end, the key messages of Dr. Pankgam were summarized by Mr.Rajgopa P.V as
follows:

e Reorganizing entire society to create enabling environment for diaogue.
e Needsaradical shift in our education system
e Look into the opportunitiesin our informal system of education

13
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e Chalenge will be our capacities to reach out the communities with these messages
and our speed and commitment to do this.
e Becoming arole model for Nonviolence.

TRAINING PEOPLE IN NONVIOLENCE IN RURAL SCENARIOS

Dr. William Baskaran

Seaking on the training people in nonviolence, Dr.Baskaran firg of al highlighted some real
and immediate threats to humanity in the globaized world. The firg burning issue
concerning every one of usisclimate change. He pointed out that the issue of climate change
is not only affecting relations between the governments of different nations but it is aso
affecting many communities. He remarked that next world war may well be fought over
water supply. Other immediate threats includes increasng violence and ethnic/political
conflicts; poverty and marginaization of a large number of people in the world; increasng
scarcity of natural resources and last but not lead, globa militarization

Dr. Baskaran reflected on the issue of why thisis happening? He responded that it is because
of the impact of globalization. Instead of an internationa order, there isincreasing trend of
multi-national. Along with the materialistic, consumerist tendency there is also increasing
tendency for consumption, and people are forced to work more and their freedom has been
reduced. Another determinant includes birth of liberal democracy, which is putting an end
to ideological government. Political decisons are not being made by the people but by
corporations Universdization of everything — be it communication systems, culture,
technology, production units marketsetc. are ultimately penetrating the economy exploiting
the marginalized and leaving the society culturally, socially & politically fragmented

To dart with the concept of
traning on nonviolence, Dr.
Baskaran darted with a few
| quotations from Gandhi like
| “Nonviolence is a plant of dow
growth. It grows imperceptibly,
=& but aurely.” These quotations
- helped the participants to
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understand the need of NV training.
There are four sages of experientia training model:

1. Experience : To undergo an experience conducive to learning

2. Reflection: An opportunity to consder the feelings and thought that arose during
experience

3. Generdization: Theidentification of patternsand formulation of concepts

4. Application: Theteging of the new conceptua framework through experience.

Dr. Baskaran said that to understand nonviolence, we need to understand three mgjor forms
of violence:

1. Direct Violence: Killing, destruction of property, injury, war, genocide, murder etc.
that are visble formsof violence.

2. Sructura Violence: That which isan invisible form of violence but more dangerous
which includes misery, hunger, represson, eroding human vaues etc. The violence is
built into structures People killed in war (direct violence) are much less visible than
people killed due to dructural violence. Corporate and few powerful people are
controlling government and are governing through sructural violence.

3. Cultura Violence: Those aspects of culture that can be used to jugtify or legitimate
direct or structural violence.

S such a situaion of violence, nonviolent training offers practica benefits to grassroots
movements and activigs to confront fear and support each other and, gain consensus on
effective and ineffective behavior and to teach practical skillsfor NV actions.

Dr.Baskaran aso oriented international participants about four different approaches of
nonviolent actions including: 1) Principled, and more focused values and principles; 2)
Pragmatic, and more practical in approach; 3) Eclectic, aflexible approach; and 4) Integrated
approach, combining all of the above.

Nonviolent training should focus not only on theoretical agpects but should be inculcated in
thought, behavior, lifestyle, inter-personal relations social actionsand policy making.

He aso gave examples of nonviolent trainings in India in the form of Shanti Sena (peace
brigades), Bhoodan movement of Vinoba, Totd Revolution of Jaya Prakash Narayan and
others. In concluson, Dr. Baskaran emphasized putting more conscious efforts on dealing
with gructural forms of violence and for this nonviolent training hasto be more interesing
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for the young to take serioudy. He also remarked that if one raisesissues occasonaly, it will
not work; continuous efforts are required to make the government respond to structurd
violence. We haveto assert nonviolence through peace education.

One of the participants aked whether there is O much violence during war-time between
two countries, sometimes violent actions are judified. Dr. William Baskaran responded that
international issues need to be seen in terms of how global communities are reacting and we
need to preempt violence wherever possible. .

Son E CONCEPT OF NONVIOLENT FORVMIATION

Rajgopal P.V

Mr.Rajgopal P.V built the perspective on organizing youth for nonviolent action. He gave his
views on some conceptson nonviolent formation in the context to Ekta Parishad’sinitiatives
in India.

While reflecting on tools used in India while training youth, the very firs thing that needs
to be done is addressing conflict. First people need to understand conflict al around in the
context of social, economic and political life. In a sruggle for rights, there is an immense
need to build solidarity with the marginalized communities Rajgji highlighted the
importance of anticipating the chance of violence in a nonviolent struggle. He pointed out
that often sruggle begins nonviolently and gets converted to violence unless vigilance rests
with the team.

He referred to Gandhi as stating that need versus greed. “There is enough for everyone’s
need but not for anyone’s greed.” And so we need to think of the weakest and poorest while
contemplating any actions.

Mr. Rajgopa pointed out that in aworld full of greed, conflict isinevitable; but nonviolence
isa choice. But it is not sufficient just to opt for nonviolence. We should be aware of using
this powerful tool. In a situation of conflict, there islot of anger amongst people because of
power politics, poverty, hunger, corruption etc. What needsto be known ishow to dea with
people’s anger? Anger should be seen as podtive force, providing people with opportunities
for podtive actions
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But then he remarked that nonviolence should not only remain limited to the action level, it
should become an integral part of thinking, speaking and action. It is a gradua process of
applying nonviolence in life, sarting from the individual, to family, and then to community
level. We should aso apply nonviolence while producing and consuming even the smallest
of things He gave an example for coco-cola. When you drink a bottle of coco-cola, can you
think of how one bottle is made..? And how much violence is used in producing it? How
many people logt their drinking water because people consume coco cola. Sowly one relates
thisto everything they buy. He gave another example that after Bhopal Gas Tragedy, many
people stopped buying ever-ready batteries. Try to connect, how it isproduced, how it brings
violence to people so that thereisagradua processto apply nonviolence in one’slife.

During the process of nonviolent formation, we should aways keep in mind that nonviolent
actions work for the wellbeing of al. Gandhi use to say no one as you enemy but think of
welfare of al and through such action
they are transformative. |If people need
to be liberated from poverty, people
aso need to be liberated from their
habit of accumulation and exploitation.
We need to think, is our action
transformative for others as well.
Rajagopa gave an example of
transformative action that, once when
Gandhi was brought to court, the judge /
stood up, out of hisrespect for Gandhi. Nonwolent traJ ners should use |t more and more in
their trainings and they need to understand initialy that there will be lots of resstance
initially, but dowly people will get used toit.

Nonviolence should not remain confined between people. It should also percolate from
people to nature aswell in the sense of not destroying the natural resource base and radically
shifting agriculture towards small-scale organic farming. Also nonviolent should not leave
people passve; rather they should become actively nonviolent. Nonviolence should be
applied to every aspect of life. How we can introduce NV in politics, into our social relations,
into our educationa sysems and how do we create a nonviolent economy..? Nonviolence
can be brought into every subject and into every sphere of life. In India we are using four
pillars of nonviolent actions, that is the power of poor, the power of youth, the power of
solidarity, and the power of nonviolence. Thisams at transforming others who may not be
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directly involved in socia actions but they give their support in the form of Iabour, time,
resources, intellectual capacities , and so forth Mr. Rajagopa concluded his discourse by
saying that if people are not indifferent, the world can be different.

Marcelo from Brazil asked that ‘if transformation takes time but you don’t have that time,
how would one deal in such a stuation? Mr. Rajagopal gave an example that many times
journalists do not support your action during the initial stages but when you make them
understand the issue they start supporting you. You need to have clear understanding of
what you want to transform. In every person, there isspecia corner in his’her heart, and you
need to touch that. You need to put special efforts into that communication.. The kind of
resstance that you may observe on the firgd day will not remain the same a the end of the
sruggle. Resstance doesn’t mean to close all the opportunities for dialogue. You need to
understand that you are not dealing with enemy. Sowly noncooperation will transform
violence. It may be that we will not be able to transform everyone but we try to do it with

asmany people as possible.

Bruno raised that nowadays the use of pegicides, GM seeds have increased extensively in
agriculture. How do you see concept of nonviolence in agriculture. Mr. Rajagopa responded
that recently there was a gatement by the Agricultura Minigter of India, that now we will
not alow fertilizers and they are about to amend the laws on the use of fertilizers. It was
because of their redization of how it is spoiling the soil, impacting negatively on people’s
heath a large, that they are changing the policy. This redization that violent agriculture
will is violent meansthat it is possble that there is a growing realization that promoting a
violent economy will destroy nature completely. In India, people have not moved much
towards nonviolent agriculture but there is growing redization that it is violent to nature.
For example, in the date of Kerala, larger number of farmershave recently shifted to organic
farming.

Gabriela pointed out tha conflict is
inevitable but you need to choose
nonviolence. But how do you connect J
complex questions of conflict and

From S 2
at CESCI Centre, Madurai

power relations? If you have the power o mn;:ﬁ:g:u;g‘tmﬁ::;f%‘ ;
of poor, and the power of youth, does ) w— =

that generate change..?. We often have

notion that the poor are powerless and
fighting a powerful class of people. So
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we need to generate inner power to match the power we are dealing with, especiadly the
Sate’'s power. In the long-run we often feel that Sate power is more powerful than People’s
power. This notion needs to be changed. Why this is happening because people are not
willing to use their power. They aways wanted to be a the receiving end. So the
government comes out with a number of schemes subsidies to keep the people busy. Social
movements are not able to help people to sand on their own. SO we need to understand
people’s power and make them realize about their power.

NONVIOLENT RESPONSE TO VIOLENCEIN INDIA

Mr.Ramesh Sharma

Mr. Ramesh Sharma, initiated the discussion on the nonviolent responses to violence in
Indiawith asmple question that ‘if one is organizing a big demonstration in any part of the
world, who do think are your supportsand who al are the non supporterstoit’...?

In response, long liss of non-supporters came out mainly including police, media,
bureaucrats, indudriaist, politicians etc. Mr. Sharma remarked that to start nonviolent
demongdration, we start with the people who disagree with uslike police. We don’t consider
anyone as enemy. In Gandhian dictionary, there is no word like enemy. S we dart a
dialogue with our opponents because we are not fighting against them but protesing againgt
the Sate. You have to diadlogue with people like the police, bus owners, train drivers, and
transport unions because these are people who could indirectly support the campaign. When
we inform police, they directly report it to Sate authorities, which actualy help usto build
pressure on the government. Calibrate your nonviolent campaign and advocacy drategiesin
a mathematical way to achieve 100 percent because during negotiation you have to
o compromise/reduce your 100% to come
upon an agreement with the date a
some level. Negotiation is just one sep
for campaign.

How to use democratic space? By
developing alternative vision/ solution
which is very important. If you
chalenge the Sate because of their
violent behavior that particular
legidation / rule is not functional, then
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you aso need to give aternative solution to achieve some success. In India, some very
important legidation has been passed in Indiaduring the last 10-12 yearsdue to long struggle
of people’s movements. So we need to be very patient.

One of the key quegtions raised on starting a dialogue with the police/ state authorities led
Mr. Ramesh Sharma to respond that one needs to
get the support from the police and start adialogue
with them, s0 therefore it is important to inform
the police in the proper way. Don’t hide factsfrom
police/ authorities but share the right information
with them. He gave an example that before
Janadesh 2007, about 25,000 people wrote letters
to the Prime Minigter informing him that they

were coming to meethim. Blocking the
national highway is an offence, but
waking together on the nationa
highway isnot an offence.

Ardo gave an example from his own
country, Senega where they had
decided to organize a cattle march to
protest againg the state’s appropriation
of pasture lands and for this they had
informed to the Sate in advance. But
the government refused to give permisson. What can we do in such astuation?

Mr.Ramesh pointed out that considering local context is very essential. Also innovations are
very important in social campaign. Also focusng only on one action is not sufficient for the
success of the campaign; he reiterated that people have to be prepared with aternative
srategies and actionsto give their message.

INTERNATIONAL INITIATIVES OF EKTA PARISHED

Ms.dll Carr Harris, Coordinator, International Initiatives discussed Ekta Parishad’s actions at
theinternational level between Nov’2012 to June’2014 for promoting nonviolence and peace
building. She asserted that it was an initiative to bring peace leaders together across the
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world. It’san initiative to bring people into dialogue in such a manner that it isbottom-up in
itsapproach.

While introducing Ekta Parishad to the internationa participants, she said that it organized
training camps for youths to help them to identify their problems and issues. It took 10-12
yearsfor them to identify what their basc problemswere. Finaly in ameeting in 1996, Ekta
Parishad came up with the agenda of ‘&, Jungle and Jamin’ (land, forest and water) because
people were sruggling for land and livelihood. Next year in 2015Ekta Parishad will
celebrate 25 years of gruggle. Ekta Parishad garted its journey by mobilizing people from
village to village and grew into a mass organization. International initiatives provide a
platform to share the learning of EP’s sruggle with others and to learn from the rich
experience of the other country groups During the vist to different counties, it was found
that if people want to build global movement usng a bottom-up approach, it is necessary to
train a large number of people in
different parts of the world, who
can raise these grievances and bring
them together and build people’s
power. So it is a big agenda that
people al over the world could
come together to struggle againg
the policies of Sate governments
J4 and poor governance.

\ \ R A series of activities has been taken
up under thlslnternatlonal Initiatives (1) between Nov’2014 to June’2015:

e Worked with CO¢ Socia Movements in 9 countries (Senegal, Nepal, Brazil,
Colombia, Peru, Nicaragua, Nepal, Canada, France and Georgia) on land, food, farming
issues on the one hand and nonviolent responses on the other.

e Developed a NV training program a Coady Ingitute (Canada) that can be used in
different stuations.

e Many initiatives have been taken up to bring universities and its students into the
campaign.

Now the efforts are being made to come in collaborations for proposed Ji Jagat 2020
Campaign on theissueson land, forest and water resources; sharing Indian experiences of Jan
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Satyagraha; trandferring the techniques for nonviolent trainings and developing strategies for
dialogue with the Sate.

JII also shared the details of different activities taken up as for example, an internationa
conference and youth resstance againg bio-fuels in Senegal; visiting areas of pam
plantationsfor bi- fuel in Colombia (a country in which 6 million people have been displaced
within aten year period) and some of whom are now reclaiming their lands; or the, trainings
on nonviolencein Nicaragua, Nepa, and Georgia

S dowly by going out to different countries, we are getting connected with the people
acrossthe world and have developed deeper understanding of their issueshowever unlesswe
use a bottom up approach, it isdifficult to sustain any kind of global movement.
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SHARING DIFFERENT COUNTRIES PROSPECTIVE ON NV

With an objective to share different countries perspectives on nonviolence, participants from
various countries gave brief presentations on the social, political and economic situation of
their countries. It was helpful to understand their movements/campaign in a better way in
thelight of the country contexts

LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRES

Participants from Brazil, Colombia, Guatemala were present and share the exising situation
in their country.

Guatemala

Snce the 1980s Guatemaa, the most populous country in Centra America with a
population of 15.5 million, has continued its transition from centuries of mostly autocratic
rule toward representative government. A democratic congtitution was adopted in 1985, and
a democratically elected government was inaugurated in 1986. A violent 36-year civil war
ended in 1996.The country is gill living with this violent legacy in amost every aspect of
life. Currently, it isconsidered one of the most insecure countriesin the world.

Demand for bio-fuelshas resulted in the diverson of land from subsistence
agriculture to sugar cane and African Palm plantations. Much of the land is owned by large
landlords. Small-scale farmers in Guatemala are aso a a disadvantage due to unclear
property rights When the government alocates land to large-scale enterprises, farmers
without clear title can be pushed off their
land. Organizations are struggling for the
land rights of the smal farmers but the
government hasvery rigid attitude towards
them.

Colombia

Colombia has 2 million indigenous people
and has about 5 million Afro-descendent
population. Violence is one of, if not the,
most important obstacle to development in
Colombia. It destroys human, physical,
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socia, and natural capital, making it difficult to create wealth and compromising the quality
of life. Colombia has endured a 40-year, protracted civil conflict between leftis armed
insurgents and national oligarchies controlling the sate apparatus. Colombian democracy is
characterized by a bipartisan sruggle between the libera and conservative parties
representing factionalized elite interests. Democracy is a big lie because it s always one of
thetwo political partieswhich remainsin power.

The main cause of armed conflict is economic interest, distribution of land and exploitation
of natura resources and also agro-fuels Conflicts between economic interests are a big
challenge. In North Colombia, extraction of natural resources, mining on alarge-scae isthe
cause of concern. The cultivation, production, and distribution of illegal narcotics in
Colombia have aso had a profound impact on deforestation and loss of biodiversity in the
country.

Enforcing social movements is a big challenge in Colombia fighting for socio-economic
equality and land rights of the poor. Peace initiatives are going on but people don’t want to
be recognized as supporting particular regime and try to present their neutra identity.
Armed conflicts have provided opportunities to bring solidarity into social movements and
peace proceses. The Government is now sarted negotiating with socia movements in
humanitarian zones. The current Presdent istrying for restitution of land to the people has
not yet succeed due to the onerousjudicia processes.

Over 1,500 civil society organizations have created a new political movement in Colombia.
Grassroots organizations from the most conflicted rura zones as well as nationa trade
unions, student groups, leading peace activiss and many more, have declared the formation
of the Patriotic March, a new social and political actor giving voice to the concerns of some
of the mog marginalized sections of Colombian society. At the forefront isthe promotion of
a negotiated solution to the armed and socia conflict in Colombia and, directly related, the
need for agrarian reform, aradical change in economic policy, and respect for the right of all
Colombians to hedth, education and work opportunities. One organization centra to the
development of the Patriotic March has been the ACVC peasant farmer organization that
represents 30,000 local farmers of Colombia.

Brazil

Brazil isthe fifth largest and most populous nation in the world. It isacontinent in the Latin
American continent. Brazil has a lot of ethnic and racial diversity comprisng of Afro-
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descendents, and people from
many countries. Sanish isthe
most spoken language.
Catholicismis the country's
predominant faith. However,
in the lat ten vyears
Protestantism, particularly
Pentecostal and/or Evangelical
Protestantism, has spread in
Brazil, while the proportion of
Catholics has dropped

sgnificantly

A country has young history, about 500 years after Portuguese colonization. Brazil has
military rule between 1964-1985, which has affected generations and aso the Brazilian
model of development. The development model of Brazil isquite smilar to U.SA.

Brazil has a population of about 200 million. People have migrated to cities. About 82% of
population arelivingin citiesand not in rura areas. And thishappened in ashort duration of
40 years. Brazil has a lot of land, but it is not with the peasants It is mostly owned by
corporations, which are having lot of political influence in the country.

Brazil has lots of social movements fighting againgt the sysems One of the biggest of such
social movements is the landless people’s movement. Young generation doesn’t have faith in
political parties and existing forms of representative government because they are mostly
governed by corporate and capitalists.

Recently indune’2013, there was armed riotsin Brazil where about 3 million people were on
the dreets proteding againg corruption, police brutality, poor public services and
government spending 18 billion dollarson the World Cup. The protests began againg rising
bus fares to pay for World Cup gadiums and then it targeted al government corruption.
Quch a massve mass movement has not taken place for the last 20 years It is important
because young generations are coming back to the dreets and to activism. But it is big
challenge to work with them for nonviolent trainings.

A part of young generation haslos their political reference about left and right wing politics.
Also the role of media is not very clear in Brazil. The media is trying to manage social
movementsto protect special interestss Democracy with regard to the mediaisabig question
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in Brazil because al the major media housesin Brazil are in the hands of 6 major corporate
houses.

The exigence of racia democracy in Brazil is a myth because country is having hidden
apartheid. The country doesn’t have blacks and indigenous people’s representation in the
national congress, in universitiesetc. Also there are merely 9 % women in national congress.
This has adversely affected the life of the women in Brazil. Here women don’t have their
own control over reproductive rights due to influence of conservative power. Violence
againg women isanother critical issue in Brazil.

ArrICAN COUNTRIES
Representing Senegal, Zimbabwe and South Africapresented their views

Senegal

Senegal isasmall country in West Africalocated in the sub-Ssharan region. Senegal is called
aland of teranga which means country of hospitality. Our nationa themeis‘lion of teranga’.
Senegal coversaland area of amost 197,000 square kilometers (76,000 square miles), and has
an edimated population of about 13 million. Senegal is a republic with a presidency. The
current Presdent isMacky Sall, elected in March 2012.

The country got its independence in 1960. Previoudy it was under French colonial rule.
Almogt 99% population is Mudim. But Mudims live in peace. Mudims and Chrigians live
harmonioudy together. People don’t go for strikes in the country. Socialist Party (PS) isthe
Senegal's principal political party, which remained in power for about 40 years. Its
domination of politica life came to an end in March 2000, when Abdoulaye Wade, the
leader of the Senegalese Democratic Party (PDS and leader of the opposition for more than
25 years, won the presidency. In 2011, Wade attempted to amend the Congtitution which
would have allowed him to run for another term in office. The current president is Macky
S, waspopularly elected in March 2012 without any violence.

Young people of Senegal have organized social movement called ‘Yanama’ which means “it’s
enough”. Land Grabbing is a big chalenge in Senegal. In a region, some companies have
grabbed more then 44,000 square kilometers of land to exploit minerals. But now the
Presdent istryingto bring in some land reforms.
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Casamance islocated in the southern part of Senegal where vegetable cultivation isthe main
economic activity. The people of Casamance are struggling for their independence from
Senegal. But actualy, it was influence by arms-dealers, that are trying to pit people against
each other. Casamance isan integral part of Senegal.

Zimbabwe

Zimbabwe, a landlocked country in south-central Africa, is dightly smaler than
California. Zimbabwe looks like a tea pot. Zimbabwe has 16 officia languages. Zimbabwe's
total population is12.97 million. Land issues have re-emerged asthe main issue for the ruling
party around 1997. Despite the existence of a "willing-buyer-willing-seller" land reform
programs since the 1980s, white Zimbabweans continue to hold about 70% of the
mogt arable land. Zimbabwe is a republic with a Presdentia system of government.
The semi-presidentia system was done
away with the adoption of a new
congitution after a referendum in
March 2013. Lots of conflict is going
on, which is mostlly sructura in
nature.

The main objectives of Southern
African  Development  Community
(SADCC) istrying to achieve economic
development, peace and security, and
growth, aleviating poverty, enhancing the sgandard and quallty of life of the peoples of
Southern Africa, and supporting the socialy disadvantaged through regional integration.

South Africa

South Africa has a population of about 50 million, of which ailmost 60% people are young.
The country is having 11 officia languages. Population is not homogenous, having 8-9
different ethnic groups. Seven out of ten are of African origin and one out of ten isof Indian
origin. There ishuge discrimination between European and other groups. There is so much
of violence in the country, and the country being highly capitalist in nature.

South Africa has the7th highes per capita incomein Africa, although poverty and
inequality remain widespread, with about aquarter of the population unemployed and living
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on less than USH1 a day. One hundred million per have recently entered into middle class
which promotes the capitalis market. While many blacks have risen to middle or upper
classes, the overal unemployment rate of blacks has worsened between 1994 and 2003.\.
Poverty among whites, previoudy rare, hasincreased.

South Africa is in apartheid hangover, as there is new consciousness among the people
around the fact that there is politica democracy in the country but not the socia and
economic democracy.

Nelson Mandelawasfirs black African President of Republic of South Africa. When most of
the people wanted to go for armed conflict in the country, Nelson Mandla chose to go with
Nonviolence. He believed that we have to go for good decisonsin favor of the people, which
isdemocratic electionsin the country. . His government focused on dismantling the legacy of
apartheid through tackling ingtitutionalized racism, poverty and inequality , and fostering
racia reconciliation.

U.SA

The US is often presumed as a very developed, rich prosperous country. But in redlity,
poverty is in midst of the country and there is huge polarization of wealth with 1% of
population accumulating 43% weath. About 46 million people are poor, according to official
poverty rate or 15%. Sgnificantly, one in five children is surviving below poverty line.
Hunger isprevaent at wide scale. The number of homelessisalso increasng. Job insecurity
and unemployment resulting in declining trends of tax collection and deficit budgeting
affecting government expenditure on social safety netsisprevaent. Asaresult, privatization
isincreasng and people are forced to pay heavy bills for water, electricity supply etc, losing
their homes resulting in breakdown of families. There has been a consistent decline in
standard of living for decades.

The country accounts for 37% of global military spending, being the world's foremost
economic and military power. The third most populous nation in the world, after China
and India. Here are 52 metropolitan areaswith populations greater than one million. The
country has 11.2 million illegal immigrants. With abirth rate of 13 per 1,000, 35% below the
world average. About 82% of Americans live in urban areas. According to a 2014 survey,
78.5% of adultsidentified themselves as Chrigtian.
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Poverty Initiatives is organizing poor for better access of welfare benefits, forming union of
homeless people in NV manner. It aims at transorming whole society, organizing people in
groups, holding dialogues and building people’s power.

ASAN COUNTRIES
Viewswere being shared by the participants from Bangladesh and Nepal

Bangladesh

Bangladesh is the world’s eighth most populous country, with over 160 million people and
among the most densely populated countries. About 70% people livesin rura areas and are
mostly dependent on agriculture. It is one of the world's leading exporters of textiles and
garments.

In 1985, entire area got flooded by overflowing river and the people were forced to leave and
took shelters on road sdes It took about 15 years to overcome the losses. And now land
grabbers are using their power and influence to grab more than 300 acres of land. All the
farmers united and protested in a peaceful manner. As a result, an inquiry probed into the
stuation, headed by Police Commissoner but the inquiry ended due to political influences
of the land grabbers. Then with the support of CSOs, people approached the High Court. As
aconsequence, false chargeswere made againg the farmers by the land grabbers.

Nepal

Nepal is a small land locked country in South Asa just having a population of 26 million.
Recently it has come out of civil war with Maoigt for 10 years. About 17,000 people were
killed. Also the number of social movements made significant contribution for the abolition
of monarchy.

About 5% people are holding 36% of fertile land. Community Self Reliance Centre (CSRC)
started working to promote cheap irrigation facilitiesto farmersbut they were not interesed
as half of the produce is taken away by landowners. So CSRC shifted its focus to bring land
rightsto the cultivators.

EUROPEAN COUNTRIES
Represented by participantsfrom Italy, Germany and France
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Italy

Italy islocated in Southern Europe In Italy, about 20% of young population isjoblessand are
forced to migrate to other countries for better opportunities. Almost, 90% of them are
migrating to USA where they suffered exploitation and discrimination. However, a the same
time, Italy is also receiving lots of immigrants from other countries like Serbia, Libya etc.
And the country isinvesting lot of their resources on these immigrantsto support them. ltaly
isfacing economy deficit.

The political choice of the population is quite limited. Huge structural violence aong with
physica violence iscommon.. But one positive aspect isthat young people are going back to
rural areasto practice agriculture. The land mafiaisalso risng up rapidly.

France

Formal education is quite good in Europe, however schools don’t promote creativity among
children. They are good in promoting socia engineering for brain drain from the country.
Unemployment has reacheda new record high: amost 3.35 million out of work in France.
Corruption is bit more systemic in the country. People don’t have power to influence the
Sate. About 80% farmers are in possesson of less then 2% of land. Small farmers are
struggling for survival. People are desperate to improve the conditions, standard of living
and education system. Need to organize them in nonviolent manner.

Germany

With 82.3 million inhabitants (of which 42.0 million are women) Germany has the largest
population of any EU member gate. 89% of the population lives in cities and suburbs.
Agriculture sector contributes 0.9% of GDP. About 2.5% population produces 90% of total
production. Almost 70% population isin service sector.

Some key isues include global warming, invesment in nuclear energy, GM foods.
Immigration and high rate of employment has an adverse effect on economy. Birth rate is
very low in Germany with just 1.4, people are concerned that who will work in future.

GROUP DISCUSSION AND PRESENTATION ON NONVIOLENCE

EDUCATION AND TRAINING FOR NONVIOLENCE CULTURE
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» Land learning centers (LLC) in
Nepal is an excellent example for
education and training of people
in nonviolence. In LLC, al men
and women come together at
village centre for discussing their
loca issues and developing
drategies for community based
solutions to that. It provides
opportunities for education and
training communities on nonviolent practices. It results in decreasng domestic
violence and empowering communities especially women. It explains how we can
convert ingtitutionsto create learning spaces.

» Learning should be continues, congtant and experientia in nature. It should be
participatory and respect.

» School of Activism in Brazil isanother example of nonviolent direct actions. Believing
that it is very difficult to introduce NV as principles, involved in direct action for
training on Nonviolence. It isoften consdered that nonviolence isa passive behaviors
but actualy it isnot so. Need to demonstrate examples of non violent struggle.

» Jdugt taking about nonviolence will not suffice. We need to think, speak and act in
nonviolent manner. We need to build connections between the people. We need to
reflect on gtructura violence present in the society. Current practicesin mainstream
education system are not inclusve in nature.

» Our concern isthat how education can become insrument for social change. For this
we need to have radica shift in our approach to education. Need to accelerate the
process of social transformation.

NONVIOLENT ECONOMY

» Nonviolent economy is an aternative to exising economies of the world for
sustainable economic development promoting economic solidarity.

> It can be called alternative economy/ sustainable economy or solidarity economy.

» Quch nonviolent economy originaly based on relations between ecology,
environment and human beings.

> In any economy, Sate, Non Sate actors, Pvt/MNCs, CSOs and Communities are the

main actorswhich congitute circle of need aswell as source of violence.
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If the influence of Pvt/MNCsisvery large, then the size of HR will be very small.

If Non-Sate power & influence growing and also its numbers, then the
confrontationist with State increases and will be ambivalent with CSOs.

But in a desrable model for nonviolent economy, welfare state is built on
peoples’community relations where people are more powerful.

Desred nonviolent economy aims to promote cooperation in place of cut throat
competition. It will be close to the nature, placing importance to conserve and reuse
energy.

But the most important point to be taken into account isthat we should not become
the sysdems s0 created. We should be ready to understand / recognize the need of
changein the sygem from time to time.)

A nonviolent economy should have freedom to make economic decisons, on
exploitative conditions, equitable returns promotes overal human growth, free from
dept creation and should have people’s control over determining economic systems.

NONVIOLENCE AND ADVOCACY

>

YV V V V

The key concerning issues for nonviolent advocacy is that people’s movements are
very diverse in nature and are not much organized. People’s movements are not
united.

Sateisconsidered to be the centre of all power.

Communication formsthe very basis of all advocacy actions.

Four different kindsor level of advocacy are Media, Political, Bureaucracy and Legal.
In anonviolent society, leadership should be promoted among those, whose issueisin
question. Leaders owesthe responsbility of all difficult tasksin non violent advocacy
whilein aviolent advocacy, leader always given most easy task to perform.

Advocacy may result into encounter between state and people’s movement because of
threat of ideological co-option, decaying democratic ingitutions and most
importantly because of silence of judiciary.

Nonviolent advocacy provides a voice to voiceless and unheard people and is a
response to un-answered ethics of inter-generational equity.
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ABAD ViaT

Field vist was drategically designed to provide pragmatic learning opportunities to the
international participants to observe closely the practice of nonviolence in education &
training, nonviolence in culture and nonviolent economy. To experience the nonviolent
economy, a short field trip was planned to view some micro enterprises supported by CESCI
center at Madurai. Along with this, three days of field trip was planned in centra India at
Ekta Parishad’s working areas in Madhya Pradesh. For the participants were divided into
four groups and visted four locations. They were: Bhopal, Katni, Gwalior and Jhans
respectively where they had an interactions with the community leaders. The impressons
are given below.

SHARNG OF LEARNINGS FROM FAELD TRIP
Group 1 : Bhopal Group

% Women’s groups emerged very srongly in the community. It was a magica
experience to look into the eyes of women speaking confidently. The way they
danced in the presence of community, showed the level of their empowerment.
Divison of work between men and women clearly defined.

Meetings of villagers organized regularly, at leas once in amonth to discuss the land
rightsand other local issues and to work out campaign’s action plan.

In one of the village, birth of a girl child is celebrated like a fegtival by the village
government was an exemplary example of women welfare a village government
level. Creating culture of values and respecting girls. Gender Equity formsthe bass
of non violent society.
Functioning of local government
i.e. village government, was quite

X/
L X4

X/
L X4

X/
L X4

X/
L X4

impressve. Women are seen as |
political subjects and participate
actively in the functioning of
panchayat. Public hearings are
organized at local level and issues |
s raised were taken to district |
level.
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In Nepal, government is displacing the community from the forest, but here in India
people are united sruggling for their land rights People are enthusasticaly
participating in nonviolent movement in a very peaceful manner. Women are also
leading the campaign.

Community radio (CGNet) initiated a8 community level to raise the issues of the
people and finding solutions to them is an example of democratic means of
communication. It helpsto initiate discusson on common problems. It’s an initiative
to make unheard voices being heard.

Concept of Grain bank helpsto promote local solutionsto ensure food security of the
people.

Group 2: Katni Group

X/
**

X/
L X4

X/
°e

X/
L X4

Identity of organization isvery strong in the field. Itslike an umbrella under which

g people are living together and
p practicing nonviolence. Passon
that people have in the grassroots
¢ is redly important for any
' campaign.

% Every women of Ekta
Mahila Manch is a nonviolent
activis  with srong leadership
ills.

% Ekta Parishad’s
membership is not just adding numbers but it makes people to understand the issue.
Discipline among the members is incredible which is found missing in other
campaigns.

Use of traditional media like folk songs folk dance is very tools to mobilize
community and save their traditional culture.

Magic of one (Re.1 and 1 handful of food grain per day) is innovative practice for
resource mobilization at local level.

Seed exchange with the farmers. Bruno brought some seeds from Brazil which he
gave to farmersin India during field visit and took their seeds to Brazil. Such small
effortswill help to connect the society across countries borders.
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We are not just taking seeds with us but we our self converting into the seeds of
nonviolence and will work for disseminating the seeds of nonviolence throughout the
world.

Group 3: Jhans Group

X/
**

R/ R/
L X X

R/
L X4

Regular meetings of Ekta village unit with self motivation are important to keep the
movement alive.

Everyone is participating including every woman, men, youths, elderly persons and
even children. It helps to build strong understanding of the issue at grassroots and
trandfer of leadership from one generation to other.

W omen are empowered and want to grasp the opportunity to spesk first.

Mass massaging through folk dance and songs.

People from different village are coming together for cluster level meetingsto discuss
their common issues. So people not only understood their own issues but can aso
learn from experiencesin other villages.

Marginalized community living in smal houses but having big solidarity for
campaign.

Alcohol is being banned in 9 villages and 50 villages are about to ban it. This has
become possible because of invincible efforts of women groups.

Inter-personnel relationship between the communities reflects the culture of
nonviolence.

Members of Ekta are well informed. People are clear about next one year agenda for
the campaign. They have even started preparationsfor Ji Jagat 20-20 campaign.

Group 4 : Gwalior Group

X/
A X4

Although government is trying to displace tribal communities from the forest but
they are not ready to leave their possesson and struggling united for it.

Forest committees were not very cooperative but the association of the people with
Ekta Parishad persuaded them not intervene.

Enthusiastic and trained community leaders developing strong network for collective
efforts.

Along with agricultura land rights issue, people are also sruggling for homestead
land rights.

Land is not just a source of their livelihood, but it is their motherland and their
identity. People have dreamsthat their children can aso have their ancestral land.
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+» Poor have more power then rich. Poor can st together, which usualy rich do not.

% Friends from Afghan said that women are not free in our country. Here in India, we
have realized that if women are provided equal opportunities, they can change whole
society.

« Gandhiji said that Indialivesin village but here we have also seen that changes come
from the villages

YOUTH TRAINING CAM P, KATNI

Five days youth training camp held at Katni provided a platform to the international
participants to have closer interactions with the grassroots leaders who are actualy working
with the community to mobilize and organize local people for their land rights and
practicing nonviolent life style. They were also able to observe the Ekta Parishad’s training
on use of nonviolent toolsfor community mobilization and advocacy.

Youth training camp a Katni in Madhya Pradesh began with the introduction of the
participants. Welcome session was aso addressed by three very active village women leaders.

Mr. Rajgopa.P.V while briefing the objectives of the youth training camp said that it isfor
the fird time, we are organizing international youth camp. The objective is to spread the
message of nonviolence throughout the world. During the internationa youth program at
Madurai, collective efforts were made to look into the various forms of violence a home, in
the community, in the society, in the country and in the world as a whole. It’s not only
about violence with human beings but aso about violence to nature by human beings
through  dedruction  of ‘
nature. Undergtanding
various forms of violence is
important to prevent existing
violence and to creae
enabling environment for
violence free society. Some of
the MLAs (Member of Sate
Legidative Assembly) from
different political partieswho !
are supporting to raise the
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grassrootsissues at Sate legidature aso waked into youth camp.

During the firg day, friends from different countries have shared their learning from field
vist at Bhopal, Katni, Jhans and Gwalior in their respective groups. Sharing of field vist
experience was like an eagle’s eye overview of the field interventions at grassroots. It helps
the youth leaders to work future srategies of actions for desrable outcomes. On the other
hand, international participants were able to get responses from the community leaders
about their field observations. It wasatwo way learning forum.

At the evening a beautiful mime was presented by two active youth leaders from Ekta
Parishad. Mime as a theatrical medium or as a performance art, involving miming, or the
acting out a story through body motions, without use of speech. Mime is a powerful tool to
give amessage and to initiate adialogue with the community on particular issue. After mime,
participants were asked to give their observations about the theme of the mime. Various
diverse opinions emerged which can be jotted down asfollows:

e Wild struggle for power

e Present scenario of political partiesin India

e Politicians greeting people only during elections consider people asfools. Want to serve
their own ends and not worried about people’sissues.

e Politicians make every possble effort for tempting people and if nothings work, they
even get into promoting violence in the society.

e Usng al means for power and postion, but when common masses come together
dgtuation can change.

e Sruggle for capturing natural resources.

Mime helped to understand that basic problems of the world are dmost smilar in nature,
though the scale may be different. Fundamenta principles for nonviolent solutions will
remain the same.

Use OF TRAINING M ETHODOLOGY

Field coordinators and community leaders of Ekta Parishad presented various innovative
training methodologies for training grassroots workers and volunteers on mobilization Kills
and creating enabling environment for nonviolent struggle for land rights of the most
marginalized. Region-wise presentations were made. Training methodologies mainly
includes learning games, role plays, mime, folk musc, pictorial presentations, dogans,
sorytelling, success story sharing etc.
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Presentations asssted international friends to undersand how different training
methodologies are being used innovatively in different regions to mobilize people in
nonviolent manner. Use of folk songs and nonviolent dogans are most widely accepted tools
in different regions. Such presentations also provide opportunities to learn from each other;
how the best practicesin one region can be replicated in other socio-cultural context.

INTERNATIONAL M OBILIZATION FOR JAl JAGAT 2020

In context to Jai Jagat 2020 March, international participants presented their regiona plans
as how there were going to mobilize support for the Ji Jagat 20-20 campaign in their own
country and the region. Based on the A T

learning drawn from field vist |
observation regarding preparations for
campaign and presentations of training
methodology, various countries have
presented the tentative plans for
mobilizing support for the aforesaid
campaign. Srategic plansfrom different
countries show their commitment to
come together in solidarity for
developing aviolence free society.

Presentationsfrom Nepal & Bangladesh

Nepal & Bangladesh volunteers started with a beautiful pictorial presentation symbolizing
that in next 6 years i.e by the year 2020, Jai Jagat will be hoised a Mount Everest. For
bringing jai jagat campaign to its peak, youth leaders from Nepa and Bangladesh are
planning to organize series of activitiesin their own country. They had presented plans for
initiad 18 months. In the firg sx months efforts will be made to plant the seeds of
nonviolence in the society , then in the ext sx months focus will be on educating people on
nonviolence and last sx months will de dedicated on nonviolent direct actions. Following
activitieswill be included :

e Writing a Report on Indiavist
e Planning ayouth camp
e Developing theme songin their local language for JJ2020
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e Promote variouscultural programsto raise awareness

e Developing communication materia on NV

e Wall paintingson the dreets

e Compilation of success storieson nonviolent actions

e Theater trainingto volunteers

e Organizing diadogues round table conferences consultations’'meetings public
hearings.

e SMYS writing lettersto policy planners and decision-makers.

e Takeuptrainingon NV.

e Building NV within Community Development programs.

e Organizingralies peaceful protests/ foot march usng NV.

e Mobilization of massmediaon different NV campaigns.

Nepa team is working with organization which has more then 80,000 direct members and
about 0.4 million other supportsand are working in the culture of people’s based campaigns.
Smilarly in Bangladesh, ActionAid is working with 26 partners organizations around for
thematic areas Thus mobilizing people’s participation for JJ 2020 will be ensured using
existing structures.

Mobilization Plans of Latin American Countries

Brazil, Guatemae and Colombia presented common issues and plans for mobilizing
community support for jai jagat campaign. All three countries have very strong social
movement using nonviolent means but following different approaches. All having different
socio-political and cultura contexts. The concept of nonviolence is deep rooted in India but
it isavery concept in Latin America

A working group will be created for finalizing mobilization plan for Latin America. Along
with this School of Activism in Brazil will include nonviolence principlesin all the learning
process. Key sakeholders/supporters for Ja Jagat campaign will be identified and
representatives of Ekta Parishad will aso be invited to participate in nonviolent action and
mobilization activities.

In next one year following other activities will be undertaken in context to JJ 2020
Campaign:

e Internd meeting and diadogues. Guatemaa: Codeca; Brasl: MPA, CMN,
MMTRNE, Escolade Ativismo & Colombia: CINEP/Programa por la paz
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e Setting up a Regional Working Group (online meetings) including: Colombia,
Guatemala and Brazil.

e Online meeting International Initiatives (I-1) + Latin American Regional W orking
Group (RWG).

e RWG online meeting: Colombia, Guatemala, Brazil, Nicaragua and Honduras.

e Jakeholders Survey Map to get isprepared for Ji Jagat 2020 campaign.

e Online Meeting with I-1 to show resultsof map & RW G meeting.

e RWG online meeting: Preparationsfor Margaridas March.

e |-] sendsdelegation toW omen’sMarch in Brazil.

Mobilization Plan of Afghanistan

Afgan peace volunteers are definitely stood in solidarity with Ekta Parishad’s initiative. But
as war is gill on in the country, they need to discuss it with other CSOs in their country
before coming out with fina plan. For in the firs sx months they will have dialogues
meetings and workshop with CSOs Then in next months they will move to al 34 provinces
to educate people and discussthe issueswith the diplomats.

At present, three types of wars are going on in the country (1) Socio-economic war (2)
Environmenta war (3) Military war. In Afghanistan also, 99 percent population is oppressed
by 1 percent rich and influentia people. In 2020 or before, focus will be on addressing these
threewars. 99 % oppressed people will be mobilized to form border free human chain.

Five areas of work in thisdirection will be:

e Sf and community’sreadization of nonviolence

e Addressng socio-economic wars by promoting transparency, microenterprises,
handicraft and micro loans

e Environmental protection by planting more and more trees

e Ending Military Warsby promoting peace messages

e Promotion of Education
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Mobilization Plans of Europe and South Africa

‘A journey of thousands miles begins with a single step’. With this thought in mind friends
from Europe and South Africa developed
their mobilization plans of J 2020 VioL
Campaign. Initid one year will be eptember 1
dedicated to  preparations. Like
identification of key issues and its root
causes; identifying common goas and
vison of nonviolent society; identifying
key dakeholders and then making
connections between problems and
common solutionsto them.

At Manav!Jeevan Vik

Mobilization Plansfor Africa

e Esablishing Peace clubs, NV meeting.

e Holdingaregional trainingin Africa

e Encouraging NV in community development.

e Bringingtogether more youth volunteers.

e Take up social mediacampaign on NV.

e Promote eventson NV.

e Mobilizing thecivil society to talk more about NV.

M obilization Plansfor Europe

o Edablishing Peace clubs.

e Celebratinginternationa day of NV and other relatred cultura events.

e Encouragetheater and in- school activities.

e Encouraging voluntary community services.

e Holdingfilm nightson NV.

e Encourishing studentsto participate and organize flash mobs, debates, human chains,
make anew friend everyday,eventswith T-shirt embossed with NV messages

e Take up socia media campaign.

e Attending meetings/conferences/'workshopswith COs.

o National/ Regiond/Internationa Youth camps on NV, national marches human
chains, listenting days, the meal program etc.
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Mobilization Plansfor U.SA

The participants from U.SA also shared their mobilization plan for JJ 2020 which broadly
includesfollowing activities:

Participation on the International Seering Committee for Jai Jagat 2020

e Jll Carr-Harris participation in the November 15, 2014 Kairos gathering around the
Right to Water, including introducing Jdll to leadersin MWRO, IVAW, and others.

e Meet with ESCR-net to hear more about their history with EP

e Working towardsagathering of globa social movement groupsin 2017 at Highlander

e Developing Case Sudy around Ekta Parishad’swork in India

e Finding an opportunity to bring Dir. Irfan Engineer to UTS for a Kairos event,
symposium, etc., perhapsaround Idam or India

e Follow up with contactsfrom CSSS.

o Asan Mudim Action Network (AMAN)

o Farid Esack (South Africa)

o ChandraMuzaffar (Malaysia)

o Peace for Life (Philippines) — global network of Chrigians uniting with Mudims
againg thewar on terror

Concluding Discussion at Youth Training Camp, Katni

While concluding the youth camp at Katni, ajoint sesson was planed where participants of
IYP and field coordinators’ community leaders from Ekta Parishad had interactions with
each other and received responses to their queries. This aimsto bring continued support to
each other’sintervention even after getting apart. Firg of al, I YP friends put their queriesto
Indian group, which can be broadly jotted down asfollows:

Nilsfrom Germany said that Youth Camp, Katni wasreally important for usasit had planted
seeds of NV in us. So fiow can we rermain connected in next 6 years for &' bgat 20207 How
we can getl ypdates about India’s action plan on reguiar bass? CGan mearns like community
radio can be used for requiar interactions amorg /naian groups themse/ves?

Mritunjay responded that we can definitely remain connected usng modern technologies for
communication. We can develop a page on facebook/ twitter for our international initiatives.
We will also try to communicate our grassroots work at international level.
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We aso have regular updates and newdetter a Ekta Parishad’s webste. We aso need to
develop concrete plan for regular sharing from both sides.

Aneesh said that CGNet and other online communications means do not reach into rurd
areas in India. So we look for aternative strategies like regular meetings a regiona and
national levels For international participants, we can have skype callsin asmall group.

Afghan group responded that in Afghanistan, we communicate to about 30 countries in a
month through Skype conference call, and the same strategy can be used here.

Gilbert from Zimbabwe asied that how we are going o convey peace rmessges fo chilaren.
Whether you will give training fo chilaren fo becorme activiss’ campaigners as all cannot
becane activis?

In Orissa, we have approached schools to convey peace messages to children. During
Janadesh 2007 and Jansatyagrah 2012, number of children participated enthusagticaly,
when the marchers arrived in their villages So we will try to continue to have interactive
sessons with children in schools in a learn and fun methods using educationa
gameg/activities.

Rajkali said that we don’t want everyone to be activist because we are working for peace.
The objective of educating children through peace message to motivate them to adopt
nonviolent life gylein diverse wayslike organic farming, non possesson, preventing gender
discrimination etc.

Roya frarm South Africa raised a question on empowerment of wornern. She sad that we have
unity but we alo want equality and justice in the society. So how wormen will work fo
emnpower themse/ves?

Women are the nucleus of every society. For empowerment, they need to be educated
through evening schools, developing their own groups to harmony among themselves and
overcome their persona discrepancies. Ekta Parishad is also working o promote leadership
skills in women. Women should be made aware about her own rights Change will come
when thereisattitudinal shift in women herself. Also need to change the mentality of men.

Queries of Indian Group to International Friends

What are the cormmor /sues in your goinion that brought ustogether?
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Shaiendra responded that problems brought us together. We all are facing common issues
like land grabbing, marginalization of poor, discrimination etc. Ekta Parishad has provided
opportunitiesto discuss common problems of the world on the same platform.

Marcelo added that many different issues like poverty, land rights struggle for dignity
brought ustogether. We are struggling againgt existing model of development. We all want
to have nonviolent model of development where every individua hasright to dignified life.

/n cortext fo your field observation, what are your recommenaations for empowerment of
wornen?

Roya pointed out that men and women are like two wings of bird. Each wings needs to be
equaly strong, s0 that bird can fly high. It does not mean each one is same but need to
provide equal opportunitieswith equity.

Gabriela stressed that men are not an enemy of women but have different stuation as
brought up differently in society. Women should not struggle to take the position of men but
should empower herself to create their own space.

Ranjana from Nepa added that women need to get united in their struggle for equal rights
and thisthey need to overcome gossiping and leg pulling.

In spite of lot of international dialogues arms trade is flourishing. We al believe in
nonviolence, how you consider modern technology development?

W e cannot resist technology development. But we should be aware about use of technology.
We are happy to see human resstance agains mechanization. We need to build globa
initiatives around it.

ANAL DEBRIEAING

The experience was important for Internationa Initiatives to fine-tune its training
methodology; overal it was felt by al to be a good experience with evident areas for
improvement. One of the reflective learning was that many of those selected as participants
were at different stagesin their own nonviolent practice and therefore there was a variety of
learning needsthat made curriculum planning challenging.

In follow up, the South Asans (Bangladesh and Nepal) were intereded in pursuing
nonviolence in the process of taking up the land issue (as were the representatives from
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Senegal and Colombia). Those from Brazil, Guatemala, Europe, South Africaand Afghanistan
were more interesed in the peace and nonviolence in education, research or action not
specifically linked to land.

The fina recommendations of the youth participants were split into those interested in:
networking around nonviolence in genera; and those wanting to collaborate on the Jai Jagat
campaign. This two-pronged follow up satisfied the participants and they put forward alist
of different follow up actions.

. What were the learnings?

1. Nonviolenceisa specia theme for those returning to Afghanistan and after theteam’s
return they intend to do more with the media and with villagers. There aso needsto
be more engagement of girls and women. It isclear that struggle has more power if it
isthe poor standing up for their own problems.

2. Those from Nepal spoke about taking the NV tools back into the programsin Nepal
and creating abooklet that will help to link NV action with land rights, which will be
used in the training. They want to put a special emphasis on children. They aso
mentioned how internalizing nonviolence into one’sdaily life and practice.

The plan for the Nepal group isto use animation and theatre for the next six months
to lay the seeds. Nationa networking and consultation of CSOs around Ji Jgat is
important. The advocacy can be based on the Manifesto asit isdefined in Nepal. For
the Nepa 2015 March there will be use of the media both electronic and radio and
they are thinking of creating lots of sorieson nonviolence for publication.

The Nepal representative said that in Madura and Katni | learned many things. The
sharing was limited because to language and trandation. What was clear about NV
was that it was smple. NV education cannot be completed, it is lifelong. Using the
artsisone way to reach children, semi-literate women and youth.

3. The Brazilian team talked about how important the village vists had been in their
overall training; and how they were going to take many of these practices back to the
villages in Brazil. Also they mentioned that they learned alot about Gandhi and the
language, but getting to know the experience of women and seeing them as
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protagonists in India fighting for gender equality was an important part of the
experience.

Brazil gill has large-scale poverty and inequality and it has led to violence. It is
important that everyone work on NV and that it is mainstreamed through all socia
movement’s thought. It is important to bring a “wow” moment (transformative
nonviolence) to children asaway of changing society.

One of the follow up plans for the Brazilian team was to create a glossary of terms
related to nonviolence so that people could relate to thisway of acting. Gandhi does
not have a presence in a country like Brazil. There is a plan to do an international
training in Brazil to bring their own people together and to find indigenous
nonviolent leaders.

The Brazilian friends said that much of the strength for change comes from peasants
and small farmers. Only through globa action will current problems change in our
society. Thetoolsof education and mobilization have to be in the hands of the people.
One friend from Brazil commented that what was heard in the classroom was seen in
the village. The village is where the action takes place and was an important
experience. “NV isnot only atool, it saway of social change”.

4. The Senegal representative talked about this being “the best experience of my life”.
One of the mogt important aspectswas the sharing of other country experiences. Also
the way EP worked in the villages (in Jhans) was amazing. He spoke about “peace is
like atree, you need to keep watering it”.

5. The Zimbabwe representative spoke about how humbled he had been by the work of
Ekta Parishad and the leadership. He understood better how NV requires preparation
and building of capacities. The whole issue of NV economy is practical concept for
Africa. Thiswould addressthe crisisin agriculture in Zimbabwe aswell raise the issue
of local governance systems.

6. The Bangladesh friends spoke about their not using the word “nonviolence” but the
methodology used in Indiawasvery useful. They spoke about how nonviolence needs
to be incorporated into the self, the organization, the networks with which people
work aswell asin the community. Bangladesh friends spoke about building up 5000
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landless farmers, 5000 women and 5000 urban youth. Thiswill be part of larger effort
of building south Asian exchange and cooperation. For doing more advocacy in
SAARC or nationally evidence is required based on good data collection.

Bangladesh friend said that NV is strong where it is embedded in the family and
community. When women are united then it isgenerally stronger. NV action isdone
by diverse playersbut thereisacommon socia vison. The field visit provided a sense
of how poor people have power and how people’s power is essentia for NV. In
reflecting on the politica and economic violence in Bangladesh, it is chalenging to
implement thisbut thereisno doubt that more training would help.

7. Representative from Italy spoke about how NV principles require flexibility and
patience and how they are based on abroader vison. She made the point that the goa
does not jugtify the means and the meansin themselves are important. NV allows us
to cross the limits of our own contradictions. It is clearer vison what can be done.
Power of people has been reflected in the struggle stories from the village. What was
good about the workshop according to the representative from Germany,was that NV
was modeled. It gave an opportunity to see from the point of view from “the other”.

8. Friend from Guatemalaand Colombiaspoke about the importance of turning anger
into constructive action.

Il. What were some of the challengesand how to improve in the next training...?

Quggegtions from them were in creating a course design which catersto al persons.
Because some of the participants were further ahead than others the selection was
important. Theinter-country interactionswere very helpful.

On the whole people mentioned the exceptional care taken by organizerson al parts
of thetraining.

There anumber of suggestionsto make thetraining better in future. These were:

e There were too many lectures and the style of training could have been more
participatory. The discussons that were going on sometimes got cut off
prematurely. In these casesit would be good to schedule an extra half-an-hour
to alow for fuller discussons.
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e More time could have been dedicated to being with and interacting with, the
Indian participants.

e There need not have been a separation of dining venues between Indian and
Foreign participants.

e The trandation needed to be improved to get the best out of the experience.
Some people because of language could not participate fully

e Things should have been reviewed two or three timesin order to gain fuller
understanding.

e Theactivitiesweretoo many without sufficient time to digest the information
presented. It was suggested that in future there are days off so people can red.
Also nightsshould be left free.

e The actua travel logigics, which were sometimes challenging, were not a
problem.

e Some of the events outsde EP were not easy because they had corporate in
attendance and this was againg the ideology of some of the participants. The
group appreciated that it may have been a strategy of EP to cultivate middle
class support in these stuations, but it is important in future to let people
decide whether they want to participate in such activities or not. More
information needs to be provided in advance .In this way there would be no
problem of divergent interestsin the group.

e Thetrainingwasa couple of daystoo long.

e |t would be good to send more information before the training concerning the
agenda, timings and details so people can prepare.

o Especially to tell people aout the diet so that people can compensate for
alergies

e Hold the evauation early on (mid-training) so that modifications could be
made to the course design if people found they were having some difficulties.

I11. How do we stay in contact? What do we next?

e Create afacebook page for I'YP-NV (closed) created by David

e Therearethreewebstes: International Initiatives, EktaParishad, Ekta Europe that can
be used.

e AhimsaJournd to put online and connect to |-l / EP websites. This could be part of a
platform with the course material on NV.

e Use EP newdetter for communicating updateson | YP-NV.

e i Jagat2020 Facebook created by Aneesh (closed)

e For International Initiativesto get atrandation facility for documents.

e Have a XYPE Conference facility: Check out Globaldaysoflistening.org

e There could be smaller groupsof interaction based on bilatera sharing.



International Youth Program on Nonviolence and Peace

Work on more exchangesi.e. in South Asa

Creation of Peace Clubslinked by IPC (SAPA) Coordination by Nils,

Organize another internationa training program in 2015/16 in Latin America or
Africa

Other suggestions

More work with the media and with villagersin Afghanistan. There aso needsto be
more engagement of girlsand women.

Those from Nepa are planning to create a booklet that will help to link NV action
with land rights, special emphasison children.

The plan for the Nepa group isto use animation and theatre for the next sx months
to lay the seedsof the Jai Jagat campaign.

2015 March in Nepa there will be use of the media both electronic and radio and
they are thinking of creating lots of sorieson nonviolence for publication.

Undertake Nationa networking and consultation of COs around Ji Jagat is
important. The advocacy can be based on the Manifesto asit isdefined in Nepal.

NV maingtreamed through all social movement’s thought in Brazil. It isimportant to
bring a“wow” moment (transformative nonviolence) to children asaway of changing
society.

Create a glossary of terms related to nonviolence so that people could relate to this
way of acting.

Only through globa action (like a Ji Jagat campaign) will current problems be
altered in our society. The tools of education and mobilization have to bein the hands
of the people at the grassroots.

NV requires preparation and building of capacities. The whole issue of NV economy
ispractica concept for Africa. Thiswould addressthe crisisin agriculture aswell raise
theissue of loca governance systems.

Bangladesh friends spoke about building up 5000 landless farmers, 5000 women and
5000 urban youth. Bangladesh friend said that NV is strong where it is embedded in
the family and community. When women are united then it isgenerally stronger.
Power of people to be reflected in more sruggle stories from the village.
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CELEBRATING INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE

Internationa youth program on nonviolence concluded at Gandhi Bhawan, Bhopa with an
oath for internalization of concept and principles of nonviolence. By holding traditional
Indian lamp (Diya) in their hands, all the participantsof 1'YP recited the message that:

Nonviolenceisnot only atool, but away to achieve social change for the whole of humanity.
It does not mean passvity or inaction. We have many chalenges in al continents we
represent that we need urgent attention and action. Aside from direct violence beingrife, we
have discovered that dructura and cultural violence, albeit lessvisble, isthe cause of gross
socid injustice towards humanity. Today we commemorate International Day of Peace, but
we need isa step further towardslasting peace every day. Reflecting on our learning over the
past two weeks, in training, with field activists and at a youth training camp, we wish to
emphasize that peace can be linked to a tree that needs to be watered with dedication,
commitment, truthfulness and sacrifice. Our next step is to take this spirit of nonviolent
social action and organization to our countries, campaigns and lives.

At the end, al marched together with a lamp in their hands to Gandhi prayer hal where
everybody observed two minutes of silence for peace in theworld.
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PARTICPANTS OF INTERNATIONAL YOUTH PROGRAM

SNo | Name Organization Country
1 | Apurba Razzaq Hossain Community Development Asociation Bangladesh
2 | Dhritabrata Sen (Liton) ActionAid Bangladesh
3 | Bruno Pilon Movemento Dos Pequenos Agricultores Brazil
4 | Marcelo Marquesini EsculaD Activism Brazil
5| Andre Takahashi Brazil
6 | EmanuelaMarinho Comunicadora Social da Casa daMulher do Nordeste Brazil
7 | Gabriala MMTR-NE Brazil
8 | Sehadian CINEP- ILC Colombia
9 | Bato Francies France
10 | Thibault (Tebu) France
11 | NilsReubke Germany
CODECA (internationa land rights Coadlition, Latin
12 | Marivel Joj Garcia America) Guatemala
13 | RossellaBianco IBO [taly
14 | PurnaBahadur Sunar Nationa Land Rights Forum Nepa
15 | Shree Laxmi Shrestha Nationa Land Rights Forum Nepa
16 | Kumar Thapa Community Self Rliance Centre Nepal
17 | Ranjana Tamand National Land Rights Forum Nepa
18 | Shaliendra Rai Community Self Rliance Centre Nepa
Elhadji Sambar Sow (Ardo
19 | Sow) LesDomainesdu Ardo Senegal
20 | RoyaVarjavandi University of KwaZula Natal South Africa
21 | Kewin Baumann Cewas Switzerland
22 | Shaily Barnes Poverty Initiatives U.SA
23 | Denia Jones Poverty Initiatives U.SA
24 | Gilbert Tinashe Zvaita University of KwaZula Natal Zimbabew
25 | Jll Carr Harris International Initiatives India
26 | Rajgopa P.V. Ekta Parishad India
27 | Vijay Bhartiya South Asia Peace Alliance India
Educationis and Former Chief Secretary, Govt. of
28 | Sharad Chandr Behar Madhya Pradesh India
29 | Puspnath India
30 | Seema Jain Independent Consultant India
31 | Aneesh Kumar Ekta Parishad India
32 | Ajay Choudhary Ekta Parishad India
33 | Ramesh Sharma Ekta Parishad India
34 | Krishna Kumar Bodhi Ashram India
35 | Vinod Sngh Ekta Parishad India
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